
Greetings, AABE Members.  
  
The North Carolina Chapter of AABE is off to a great start! We are engaged in the five strategic 
focus areas to “Inform, Educate, Advance and Grow the network of energy professionals”  
within our Duke Energy family and with our external business partners in the energy industry.  
Our focus areas are: Membership, Scholarship, Legislative, Communications and  
Corporate Citizenship. 
  
We kicked off the year in collaboration with our Duke Energy Employee Resource Groups (ERGs).  
New to Duke (N2D) held an information session for new employees that introduced them to AABE and several other 
groups. Each member representative shared the mission, goals and successes of their respective organizations. The 
purpose of this event was to bring awareness to AABE and the other groups and to help ensure new employees 
successfully acclimate to Duke Energy. 
  
We also participated in two joint membership drives with the other ERGs at Duke Energy. The membership drives 
were held at the Customer Service Center in Raleigh and in the lobby of the NC Regional Headquarters building. 
AABE promotional items were given to those interested in our organization.  
  
In March, AABE and the Triangle Chapter of the Business Women’s Network (BWN), another ERG, hosted an 
Energy Summit in Raleigh entitled: Distributed Generation: What Is It? Its Impact on Our Customers and Business, 
and Duke's Strategy Moving Forward. Duke Energy’s Kendal Bowman, Vice President of Regulatory Affairs and 
Policy for North Carolina and Rob Caldwell, Senior Vice President of Distributed Energy Resources, were panelists 
for this discussion on distributed generation, and its impact on the electricity industry and Duke Energy. The response 
to the event was so overwhelming, we added a second session. Approximately 90 people attended the event. It was 
a huge success! 
  
So as you can see, we are informing, educating, advancing, and growing the network of energy professionals. 
  
Thank you to all who submitted the names of high school seniors who are seeking careers in STEM fields. We are 
excited about awarding those deserving students scholarships in 2015. 
  
We are weeks away from the 2015 AABE National Conference, which will be held in Charlotte, May 5-8. This 
year’s theme is: Empowering a Generation Today, Tomorrow, and Beyond. As the host chapter, expectations 
are high for us to have a strong turnout. Let’s show up in great numbers! Registration information is included in this 
edition of “emPOWERing YOU.”  
  
Yours in AABE, 
LaQuisha M. Parks 
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Greetings, AABE Members.  
  
The 2015 AABE National Conference is weeks away. We hope to see and spend time with chapter 
members attending the conference. We look forward to a fun and informative week of events. 
 
As stated by our Chapter President, this year’s strategic focus areas are to “Inform, Educate, Advance 
and Grow the network of energy professionals.” During the last quarter, we collaborated with members 
of Duke Energy’s Employee Resource Groups in the Raleigh area. In an effort to continue to “advance 
and grow our network of energy professionals,” we are planning similar collaborations with other 
member companies in our chapter. Please contact either me or our Chapter President to discuss how 
we can partner with employee resource groups in your company. We value your membership and we 
want to hear from YOU. Thanks for all you do for AABE! 
  
Shirell H. Burris 
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Are you member? 
 
New Members  
Apply for membership by completing the application 
form on the AABE national web site at aabe.org. Click 
on the Membership tab.  
 
Returning members   
Go to aabe.org/renew. You will be prompted  to input  
your  email address and within 5 minutes an online 
prepopulated renewal application will be emailed to  
you for completion.  
 

5 reasons to be a member 
 
1. Network with the best in the industry. 
2. Stay engaged through chapter meetings, webinars 

and conferences. 
3. Show your employer you are committed to a 

career in energy.  
4. Discover new opportunities. 
5. Develop your leadership abilities by serving on 

committees on a local or national level. 

Get Engaged  
Join a Committee 

 
The NC Chapter has many opportunities for you to 
expand your network and develop leadership skills. 
Learn more about the NC Chapter by visiting the 
AABE web site, aabe.org, or contact Shirell Burris at 
980-373-3605 for details on how you can get involved.  

Membership Matters! 

Second Quarter 2015 

Terri Edwards and Vakesia Graves at the  
joint ERG/AABE Membership Drive in March 

VP’s Message 
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What’s going on? 
Industry Network          Stay Engaged          Show Your Commitment          Discover New Opportunities  
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Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/AABENCChapter 

Date Event 

May 5 - 8 2015 National Conference 

May 21 

The Food Bank of Eastern North Carolina  
Sort-A-Rama 2015 

Graham Building -  NC State Fairgrounds 
8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Look for more information in the coming weeks! 

May 21 
The A3 Scholarship Gala 

Charlotte Convention Center 
6:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 

June 10  
Legislative Energy Summit  
Paul Anderson Auditorium  

Charlotte, NC 

October Black Energy Awareness Month 
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Second Quarter 2015 

The 38th National Conference of the American Association of 
Blacks in Energy (AABE®) will be held in Charlotte, NC, May 5-8, 
2015. 
 
The AABE National Conference will host more than 500 energy 
industry and community leaders and will provide access to innovative 
energy solutions and experts, visionaries, corporate and small 
business leaders from across the nation. 
 
Conference Feature Sessions 
“Women in Power” - Join the session to hear from an ethnically 
diverse panel of female executives who are lighting the way through 
the Energy Industry.  
  
"C-Suite Conversation Panel” - Join the session to hear CEOs and 
Executives discuss leadership, leadership profiles, 21st century 
leaders, and leadership succession planning. 
 
“Legislative Crossfire” - This year’s Legislative Crossfire will include 
the participation of Clarence Page of the Chicago Tribune.  

View the conference agenda here. 

2015 National Convention 
EMPOWERING A GENERATION TODAY, TOMORROW, & BEYOND 

Connecting 
Corporate 

Volunteers to help 
Stop Summer 

Hunger 
 

Sort-A-Rama is one of the 
largest corporate volunteer 
service gatherings in the 
area. At the event, 
participants sort food into 
family-sized bags for 
distribution to those in need. 
It offers employees and 
customers a fun, meaningful 
opportunity to combine 
volunteerism with employee 
engagement and customer 
relations. 
 

Sort-A-Rama kicks off the 
annual Stop Summer 
Hunger campaign which 
aims to fill the summer meal 
gap. Sadly, no school 
means no breakfast or lunch 
for thousands of children. 
But with your help, we can 
provide healthy meal packs 
for thousands of kids and 
their families this May. 
Additional details will be 
coming via email.  
 

Learn more about the Sort-
A-Rama experience from 
the eyes of a 
volunteer: "What it Feels 
Like to Bag 176,000 Meals 
for Families in Need." 

Volunteers  
Needed 
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Second Quarter 2015 

Vision for a bright, balanced energy future  
 
Secretary Sally Jewel, U.S. Department of the Interior, 
gave a speech about a vision for a bright, balanced 
energy future for the United States. The U.S. needs to 
lead the world on energy, climate change and 
conservation, which is why she laid out a plan for smart 
energy reforms at the Interior Department over the next 
two years. This plan will help provide businesses with 
certainty, spur technical innovation and lead to cleaner, 
safer energy development -- all while ensuring that we 
protect America's public lands and waters for future 
generations. 
  
Watch a 5-minute recap to see highlights from the 
speech. 
 

emPOWER - Legislation 
 
2015 Energy Summit Hosted by Local 
AABE and BWN Chapters 
 

The North Carolina Chapter of  AABE and Duke 
Energy ERG, the Triangle Chapter of BWN hosted 
an Energy Summit entitled: Distributed Generation: 
What Is It? Its Impact on Our Customers and 
Business, and Duke's Strategy Moving Forward. 
 

Duke Energy’s Kendal Bowman, vice president of 
regulatory affairs and policy for North Carolina and 
Rob Caldwell, senior vice president of distributed 
energy resources, were panelists for this 
discussion  
on distributed generation, and its impact on the 
electricity industry and Duke Energy. 
 

According to the Solar Energy Industries 
Association, in 2014, 32 percent of new electric 
generating capacity in the United States came from 
solar, equating to 4 million American Homes.  
 

Bowman shared that while solar growth is enabled 
by policy, it’s driven by customer expectations and 
technology.  “Customer choice is driving the desire 
for more control over energy use,” she said. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Renewable Energy Portfolio Standard Act 
mandates that 12½ percent of the state’s electricity 
must be generated by clean energy by 2021. As a 
result, solar development in North Carolina has 
increased, making it among one of the fastest 
growing markets behind California. 
 
Duke Energy currently has over 5000 customers 
with solar rooftops. This represents 55 MW of 
concentrated solar power. “Increasing demand has 
resulted in 150 new solar rooftop customers being 
added per month throughout all six jurisdictions of 
Duke Energy service territories,” said Caldwell. 
 
The next Energy Summit is scheduled for 
Wednesday, June 10 in Charlotte. 
 

2015 Board of Directors 
President LaQuisha Parks 

Vice President Shirell Burris 

Secretary Shirelle Allen 

Treasurer Christine Wyche 

Historian Jamie Bond 

Scholarship Chair Conitsha Barnes 

Membership Chair Vakesia Graves 

Legislative Chair Debra Taiwo 

Communications Cassandra Springer 
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